
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
6 June, 2021 

 
Historically, pandemics have forced 

humans to break with the past 
and imagine their world anew. 

This one is no different.  
It is a portal, a gateway between 

one world and the next. 
 

––Arundhati Roy 
 

GATHERING 
 

Opening Sentences with 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
Amidst fire and disease, fear and confusion,  
I am able to live in hope. 
  

Everything old has passed away. 
I go to the heart of change and grief  
and find Love dwelling there. 
 

See, everything is becoming new! 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Come, Spirit, 
into my life and into your church. 
As the old passes away  
and the new opens before me, 
be for me eternal Wisdom and Truth. 
 
Companion me as I seek 
the life-giving way of Jesus. 
Renew me with Word and Sacrament 
that I might not lose heart. 
Gift me with courage and joy. 
Amen. 
 

 
 



ENCOUNTERING THE LIVING WORD 
 

Scripture Reading––Mark 4:2–9, 26–34 
 

Seeds planted deep in the ground of being; 
leaning, growing into the light.   

(©Trish Watts) 
 
Jesus began to teach the crowd many things 
in parables, and in his teaching, he said to 
them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And 
as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell 
on rocky grown, where it did not have much 
soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no 
depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was 
scorched; and since it had no root, it withered 
away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and chocked it, and it yielded 
no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and 
brought forth grain, growing up and 
increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a 
hundredfold.” And Jesus said, “Let anyone 
with ears to hear listen!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The kingdom of God is as if someone would 
scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed would 
sprout and grow, he does not know how. The 
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 
the head, then the full grain in the head. But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with 
his sickle, because the harvest has come."  
 
"With what can we compare the kingdom of 
God, or what parable will we use for it? It is 
like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon 
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts 
forth large branches, so that the birds of the 
air can make nests in its shade."  
 
With many such parables Jesus spoke the 
word to them, as they were able to hear it; he 
did not speak to them except in parables, but 
he explained everything in private to his 
disciples.  

 
 

The sower in Jesus’ first parable is extravagant in his 
sowing. There’s no holding back or concern for outcome, 
but the Gospel of love is scattered everywhere. Take a few 
minutes to contemplate this reality. What, if anything, is 
it saying to you at this time? 
 
When have you been surprised to find growth in your life? 
What was this experience like for you? 

 
 
Reflection on the Word 
 



RESPONDING WITH OUR LIVES
 
Prayers of the People 

Grant us the courage to speak on behalf of the soil under our feet, the running and still waters, 
the warmth of the sun on our face and all the crawling, flying and swimming creatures you love. 
May our courage to speak translate into actions that protect our planet.  
Grow your Commonwealth of Love in us. 
 
Grace peace and reconciliation to all nations, that conflicts between peoples and within 
ourselves cease. For all those who suffer from war, injustice and intolerance, may we find ways 
to give relief. 
Grow your Commonwealth of Love in us. 
 
Grant leaders your wisdom that they will not lead selfishly, for personal ambition or vain 
tunnelled vision. Help them work in humility for the task of serving others alone. 
Grow your Commonwealth of Love in us. 
 
Grant us your companionship as we move through this pandemic. May we, who are merely 
inconvenienced, remember those most vulnerable. May we be mindful of those who are in 
restrictions and for all who are working to end this pandemic. For the people who are receiving 
vaccines, minimise their side effects and for those who have been devastated by the virus, may 
we find ways to offer comfort.  
Grow your Commonwealth of Love in us. 
 
Grant us your Spirit to give vision to this church, love in our actions and power to our witness. 
Help us to grow in commitment to you and service to one another. 
Grow your Commonwealth of Love in us. 
 

 
Disciples’ Prayer 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
        Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial   
  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    Amen



Song      “Holy ground”   Words and music: Jim Hanna

1 
Soil of God, you and I, stand ready to bear 
Seeds of faith nourished by God’s tender care. 
Growing in everyone for here God is found. 
All stand together, we are… 
Holy ground. 

 

2 
Soil of God, you and I, now ready to be 
Part of God’s promise, for others to see. 
Open to everyone for here God is found. 
All stand together, we are… 
Holy ground. 

3 
Soil of God, you and I, now called to rebirth, 
Joining as partners with all of the earth. 
Living in harmony for here God is found. 
All stand together, this is… 
Holy ground. 
 

Listen to this song at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCjMlbt_vHk 
 
Blessing 

The pandemic has brought much change and loss to our lives. 
This poetic blessing by Jan Richardson acknowledges our grief and offers a hopeful word. 

 
The emptiness 
that you have been holding 
for such a long season now; 
that ache in your chest 
that goes with you 
night and day 
in your sleeping, 
your rising— 
think of this 
not as a mere hollow, 
the void left from 
the life that has leached out 
of you. 
Think of it like this: 
as the space being prepared 
for the seed. 
 

Let us go in the love of God, 
the grace of Jesus Christ 

and the communion of the Spirit 
with and for us. 


