
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
5 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
If the human body, body of blood and muscle, 
is to live, it needs salt. 
If the body of Christ, body of peace and 
justice, is to live, it needs us! 
If the earthly creation, bustling and blooming, 
is to flourish, it needs the sun’s light. 
If the new creation we are in Christ is to 
flourish, it needs the Spirit’s light! 
Jesus says we are salt of the earth, light of the 
world. 
Our faith, our love, our hope — 
essential as salt and light. 
But if salt isn’t salty? 
It isn’t what it’s meant to be. 
And if a light doesn’t shine? 
It isn’t what it’s meant to be. 
Jesus says we are salt of the earth, light of the 
world. 
Briny and bright, we are God’s faithful people. 
We shall be who we are meant to be in 
Christ: a welcoming oasis, a compassionate 
community, a justice-making people, giving 
glory to God! 
 
SONG 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 

The Holy one is here 

Come bow before him now 

In reverence and fear 

In Him no sin is found 

We stand on Holy ground 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 

The Holy one is here. 

 

Be still for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around 

He burns with Holy fire 

With splendour He is crowned 

How awesome is the sight 

Our radiant King of light 

Be still for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around. 

 

Be still for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place 

He comes to cleanse and heal 

To minister His grace 

No work too hard for Him 

In faith receive from Him 

Be still for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place. 

Song by David J. Evans  

PRAYER 

ENCOUNTERING THE LIVING WORD 
 

 Matthew 5:13-20 
13 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost 
its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything but is thrown out and 
trampled underfoot. 
14 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
17 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law 
or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfil. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 
letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one 
of the least of these commandments, and teaches 
others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 
May your Word live in us 
And bear much fruit to your glory. 

 
SONG 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine 

through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church 

gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

making your kingdom come. 
Bernadette Farrell 
 



REFLECTION 

 

 

May our lives and our prayers be one    

As our hopes shape the roads we walk on,  

And when our work and our dreaming’s 

done.  

May our lives and our prayers be one.  

 

Within the rhythm of our days  

We take the time to muse and pray.  

The fears we face, the tears we taste.  

We view in light of holy grace.  

May our lives…  

 

We name our deepest hopes and dreams  

For those we love and all in need.  

We picture how the world could be.  

We live the change we want to see.  

May our lives… 

 
WELCOME TO CAROL 
 

RESPONDING WITH OUR LIVES 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
 
RESPONSE: 

Give us courage Lord to shine our light 

before others, that all we meet may see our 

lives of worship and glorify you. 

AMEN.    

 
(You will be invited to light a candle as a symbol 

of your prayer.) 
 

Disciples’ Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 

(Together in Song 246) 
Christ is the world's Light,  
Christ and none other; 
born in our darkness,  
he became our brother. 
If we have seen him,  
we have seen the Father: 
Glory to God on high. 
 
Christ is the world's peace,  
Christ and none other; 
no one can serve him  
and despise another. 
Who else unites us,  
one in God the Father? 
Glory to God on high. 
 
Christ is the world's life,  
Christ and none other;  
sold once for silver,  
murdered here, our brother- 
he, who redeems us, 
 reigns with God the Father: 
Glory to God on high. 
 
Give God the glory, God and none other; 
give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father; 
give God the glory, God with us, my brother: 
Glory to God on high. 

 
Sending out: 
As people of faith we have gathered for worship. 
As people of faith we now return to the 
world. 
Go out to share the story of faith, 
the story of life, with the world around you. 
We share the faith in word and in deed, 
in speech and in action. 
As you go out to give a living witness, 
as you go out to testify to God’s love active in 
the world, go knowing that God goes with you, 
sharing the laughter and the hope, the fears and 
the tears. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
(Source: Rev Gord, Worship Offerings)  
 

(Together in Song 779) 

May the feet of God walk with you,  
and his hand hold you tight. 
May the eye of God rest on you,  
and his ear hear your cry. 
May the smile of God be for you,  
and his breath give you life. 
May the Child of God grow in you,  
and his love bring you home. 
Words: A. W. Podlich Music: Robin Mann 
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