
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

14 February, 2021 
 

Spirituality  
is the eternal human yearning  
to be connected with something larger  
than our own egos. 
 

––Parker Palmer 

 
 
Invitation to Prayer   “A Graceful Silence”     by Noel Davis 

Come into the quiet 

and be gracious with time 

and with yourself. 

Take off your thoughts 

anxieties, expectations 

and lay them aside. 

Ease into the silence 

and surrender to the stillness. 

Lose yourself in being. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Awaken me to your brilliance, O God, 

your spirit of love at work in creation and in me. 

I acknowledge and pay my respects to the Kaurna people,  

the original custodians of the land on which I live 

who teach us that if we listen deeply 

we will hear your Spirit 

in all that lives and breathes. 

By your reconciling love, 

may we learn to live in harmony and peace. 

 

Open me to your Spirit 

within, between and beyond. 

Open my heart to your Word, 

speaking in all things, 

leading me to life. 

Amen. 

 



ENCOUNTERING THE LIVING WORD 

 
Scripture Reading––Mark 8:31–34; 9:2–10 
 
Then Jesus began to teach them that the Son 
of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, 
Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 
 
Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and 
said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.” 
 
Six days later, Jesus took Peter and James and 
John and brought them up to a lofty 
mountain, alone by themselves, and he was 
transfigured in their presence. His clothes 
became gleaming white, such as no fuller on 
earth could bleach them.  

And Moses and Elijah appeared to them and 
they were in conversation with Jesus. Peter 
responded by saying to Jesus: “Rabbi, it is 
good that we are here. We shall make three 
shelters, one for you and one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.” He did not know what 
response to make because they had become 
frightened.  
 
Then it happened that a cloud overshadowed 
them and there was a voice from the cloud: 
“This is my Son whom I love. Listen to him.”  
 
Then suddenly, looking around, they no 
longer saw anybody, but only Jesus was with 
them. And as they came down from the 
mountain, Jesus instructed them that they 
were to tell no one what they had seen until 
the Son of Man would rise from the dead. 
They kept this word, asking themselves what 
it meant to rise from the dead. 

 
 

May your Word live in us 
and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 
 
Reflection on the Word 

Christian discipleship is a process of paying more and more attention to 
God’s righteousness and less and less attention to our own; finding the 
meaning of our lives not by probing our moods and motives and morals 
but by believing in God’s will and purposes; making a map of the 
faithfulness of God, not charting the rise and fall of our enthusiasms. It is 
out of such a reality that we acquire perseverance. 
 
…[E]very day, I set aside what I can do best and attempt what I do very 
clumsily––opening myself to the frustrations and failures of loving, 
daring to believe that falling in love is better than succeeding in pride. 

 

(Eugene Peterson from A Long Obedience in the Same Direction) 



RESPONDING WITH OUR LIVES 

 

Prayers of the People 

Light of Christ, light flaming bright, 
burn in our hearts holy fire. 

Rufino Zaragoza 

 
Holy Source of all that is, your glory shines in the beauty of creation, in love given and received, 

in movements of justice and freedom. By your Spirit, you are forever at work in us and in the 

world, transfiguring and bringing to birth your new creation. Shape us, O God, into 

Christlikeness. Use us as instruments of your love. (sung response) 

 

We pray for places in us and our world where shadows lurk and linger causing hurt to ourselves 

and others, bringing ugliness and harm to the world. Illumine with your gentle love that which 

is in need of healing and redemption. Dissolve the selfishness, greed and enmity that inhibit 

fulness of life for all. (sung response) 

 

We pray for the earth and this land we love. May the wisdom of Australia’s First People teach 

us to walk lightly and to live in harmony with creation. Through our playful emersion in sea and 

garden, wind and rainfall, may we come to feel ourselves part of and at one with nature, 

inspiring us to preserve and protect our island home. (sung response) 

 

We hold in the light of your love that which is in our hearts this day… 

 

 
The Disciples’ Prayer 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial   
  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Song    “We have seen the God of Glory”   Words: David Grambrell 

                     Tune: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

 
1 
We have seen the God of glory  
in the face of Jesus Christ,  
wholly human, truly holy,  
source and summit of our life. (chorus) 
 
2 
We have heard the voice of wisdom 
in the Word of God made flesh, 
calling for a new a creation, 
singing with the Spirit’s breath. (chorus) 

 
3 
We will share the gospel story, 
we will bear the light of Christ, 
bringing good news to all people, 
lifting up the Bread of Life. (chorus) 
 
Chorus: 

God, who summoned light from darkness, 
shining in our hearts today, 
we will praise your name forever.  

 
 
 

Blessing 
As Jesus descended the glory of the mountain with his disciples, 

so we leave behind this time of prayer and worship. 

Like them, we carry the memory of that which has been revealed, 

that we might offer deep listening and stillness 

to an unsteady and frightened world. 

Let us go to be people of resurrection hope. 

  


