
Why do people keep asking 
to see God’s identity papers 

when the darkness 
opening into morning 
is more than enough? 

 
––Mary Oliver 

 
 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
4 October 2020 

 
 
Opening Sentences––Psalm 19 

The heavens are telling the glory of God. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Source of All: 

my heart joins the soundless, ceaseless prayer to you. 

 

Like the sun, I rise 

and give thanks for breath  

and the beating of my heart. 

May I shine out your grace within me. 

 

Like the spring rose, my soul opens 

by your warming light 

that my whole being might offer you praise. 

May I sing the beauty of your Christ 

amidst the harshness of life. 

 

Resound within my silence. 

Move within my stillness. 

Come and renew my spirit, I pray. 

Amen. 



Scripture Reading––Philippians 1:1–11 

 
Today we move from the Exodus narrative to Paul’s letter to the followers of Jesus in Philippi. 

Unlike some epistles, Philippians is simple in syntax and prevailing in joy and mutual love. By and 

large, there are no behaviours Paul is trying to address nor harsh words of confrontation. 

Nevertheless, there is much to be encouraged and challenged by in this deeply pastoral letter. 

 

Paul arrived in Philippi around 49 CE during his second missionary journey (Acts of the Apostles) 

where he met Lydia, a gentile “worshiper of God,” and some other women praying by the river 

on the outskirts of the city. As Paul shared the gospel, we are told the Lord opened Lydia’s heart 

to listen eagerly and she and her whole household were baptised into Christ.  

 

Paul and his companions were later jailed in Philippi for curing a slave girl. In the dark of night 

with the guard asleep on the job, an earthquake shakes the prison doors open but Paul urges his 

fellow prisoners not to escape. The jailer, a Roman official, is aware that soldiers were put to 

death for being asleep on their watch and is prepared to take his own life when Paul assures him 

the prisoners are still in their cells and accounted for. With a grateful heart, the jailer hears the 

gospel from Paul and is also baptised along with his household. 

 

Tradition holds that Lydia and the jailer went on to form the foundation of the church in Philippi. 

In her commentary on Philippians, Bonnie Thurston notes, “Paul founded the Philippian church, 

his first in Europe, with a foreign woman and her household and with a jailer working for Rome 

and his household. It is a startling picture of Paul the Pharisee breaking all sorts of barriers in 

carrying the Gospel to the Gentile world.” Let us keep this unorthodox beginning in mind as we 

read Paul’s heartfelt prayer for the community of Christ in Philippi.  

 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 
 
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in 
Philippi, with the bishop and deacons:  
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I thank my God every time I remember 
you, constantly praying with joy in every one 
of my prayers for all of you, because of your 
sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now. I am confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  

It is right for me to think this way about all of 
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 
of you share in God’s grace with me, both in 
my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my 
prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full insight to help 
you to determine what is best, so that in the 
day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 
for the glory and praise of God. 



Going Deeper 
 

“Grace to you and peace” is a traditional salutation in epistles and worship. 

 

• When have you experienced grace and peace recently? 

• Who or what has been a channel of these gifts from God for you? 

 

The early church understood itself to be koinonia, that is, community in Greek. Koinonia is not 

just a social gathering or a grouping of like-minded people. Rather, the implication is a sharing 

of heart, mind and will in, with, and for Christ’s purpose. Those baptised into the body of Christ 

shared life together in a significant way which included financial responsibility. The “sharing in 

the gospel” of which Paul speaks points to, in part, the monetary contributions made by the 

church in Philippi to support Paul’s missionary journey. 

 

• How might this understanding of what it means to be koinonia shape how you engage in 

Christian community?  

• In what ways do you sense you are being called to share in the gospel at this time? 

 

Paul says he is confident that God will bring to fruition the work that was begun in the Philippian 

community. 

 

• How has God been at work in you recently? in the community to which you belong? 

• What might it look like for this work to be brought to completion? 

 

Imago Divina––Contemplate this image by Bernadette Lopez  

Lectio (reading) …trusting that the Holy Spirit is 
there to give revelation, “read” the image slowly. 
Let the image move deeply into your being. 
 
Meditatio (reflecting) …reflect on the art work 
(or part of it) that has touched you. Let the image 
resonate with your situation, trusting that in this 
process, God is communicating with you. 
 
Oratio (responding) …speak with God about 
what you’ve been thinking and what you have 
noticed. You might record your thoughts in a 
journal. 
 
Contemplatio (resting) …sit quietly with God, at 
rest in the presence of the One who loves you. 



Prayers of Intercession          

God whose love is generous and freeing, your Spirit gathers us into community, baptises us with 

water and fire and shapes us into the body of Christ in this world. In the sharing of our gifts, may 

we be an instrument of your love in the world.  

Hear us, we pray: Make us one in mind and spirit that we might love more perfectly. 

 

Give us eyes to see those in our community who are struggling at this time, those who are living 

with pain or illness, those who feel unsure or conflicted. 

We pray: Fill our hearts with compassion. Send us forth to care. 

 

At this tenuous moment in history, we can feel overwhelmed by the concerns in our world. We 

confess our trust can be wobbly at times. We easily succumb to anxiety, cynicism and despair. 

We withdraw and cling to illusions of personal security. 

So, hear us we pray: Open us to life. Increase our faith. Help us to flow with your Spirit. 

 

Confident that you are with and for us, no matter what we face, we pray for those whom we 

love and for ourselves this day… 

We pray: Bring us your peace, O God.  

    

Disciples’ Prayer 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
        Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial   
  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    Amen. 

 

Blessing––The Quiet Still Voice of Love by Bob Holmes 

 
Everything becomes sacred  
when we walk in the Spirit 

Every leaf, every tree, 
every eye, and open heart. 

The birds that sing 
The ground we work and plant. 

The children lost in play. 
 

 
The broken and dishevelled and frayed. 

The enemy at our door. 
The eagle who mounts and soars 

Every person is Beloved 
There is no one God does not love. 
“The whole world is God soaked” 

As we walk in the vast wonder 
Listen. Listen.



 


