
 
Love is what carries you, 

for it is always there, 
even in the dark, 

or most in the dark, 
but shining out at times 

like gold stitches 
in a piece of embroidery. 

 
––Wendell Berry 

from the novel Hannah Coulter 
 

  Textile image of Vietnam 

 
THIRD SUNDAY IN EASTER 

26 APRIL 2020 
 
 
Invitation to Prayer –– Psalm 116:1, 2, paraphrased by Pamela Greenberg 

 

I love you, God, for you listen to my voice, 

my prayers for solace in times of need. 

Because you lean your ear toward me with kindness, 

I will call out to you all of my days.   

 
Gathering Prayer 

 

Gentle Companion who journeys with us our whole life long, 

open our eyes and ears to your presence.  

Help us be able to notice and willing to receive 

you, in all we meet, 

you, in every encounter. 

In these moments, we quieten down our bodies and minds 

that we might sense you near us…  
 

(take a few moments to become aware of that which is within and around you) 

 

Come, Spirit of Life, 

sidle up beside us as we pray. 

Awaken us to your love shining everywhere.   

Amen. 

 



Scripture Reading –– Luke 24:13–35 
 

You are invited to pause for reflection at the places indicated within the reading. 
__________________________________________ 

 
Now on that same day two of them were 
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each 
other about all these things that had 
happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 
with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. And he said to them, "What 
are you discussing with each other while you 
walk along?" 
 
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of 
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered 
him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?”  

 
He asked them, "What things?" 
 
What is taking place for you in these days? 
What do you miss? What has been 
challenging? Spend a few moments speaking 
with Jesus about these things.  
 
They replied, "The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, and 
how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 
now the third day since these things took 
place. Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early 
this morning, and when they did not find his 
body there, they came back and told us that 
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 
said that he was alive. Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found it 

just as the women had said; but they did not 
see him.”  
Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you 
are, and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have declared! Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?” 
Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures.  
 
As they came near the village to which they 
were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 
"Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 
the day is now nearly over."  
 
So he went in to stay with them. When he was 
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them.  
 
Imagine yourself at this table. What do you 
see and hear? What is the expression on Jesus’ 
face as he gives you the bread? 
 
Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. They said to each other, "Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking 
to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up 
and returned to Jerusalem. 
 
They found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying, "The 
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 
Simon!” Then they told what had happened 
on the road, and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

 
__________________________________________ 



Going Deeper 

In a homily on the Emmaus text, Michael Casey suggests it is primarily another story of 
epiphany. Drawing on the writings of Saint Aelred of Rievaulx, Casey identifies four possible 
channels of revelation or spiritual encounter: 
 

• In some people, there is a deep and mysterious experience at the very heart of their 
being. A touch of God. An encounter with spiritual reality that actualises a deep desire to 
penetrate further into what has been so momentarily glimpsed. Sometimes this happens 
very early in life and generates a lifelong seeking after God that is not displaced by periods 
of indifference or even by substantial failings. Having tasted the goodness of God––be it 
ever so briefly––nothing else fully satisfies. 

 

• In other people, an epiphany occurs when a word––spoken by another person or 
proclaimed in church or encountered in reading––generates a resonance deep inside that 
enables them to recognise their spiritual identity and to take steps to live in accordance 
with what they have heard. 

 

• Sometimes the spark is struck by the example of another person’s life, whether it be the 
result of a personal encounter or through reading. Seeing how someone else lives inspires 
a desire to follow their example as a way to attaining their own deepest personal 
fulfillment. 

 

• Finally, for some people it is only when disaster strikes and their life is in ruins that they 
discover the possibility of living differently. When all the cherished projects that have 
long preoccupied them fall away, they discover something about themselves which has 

long been latent and now leads them into a new future. 
 
 

Spend a few moments reflecting on the ways you’ve gotten a sense of the sacred in your life. 
When have you caught a glimpse of Something More, most likely in a very common, human 
experience? Do one or two––or all––of Casey’s channels for epiphany resonate for you? 
 
What difference, if any, have these encounters made to you? What has been your response? 
 
Michael Casey’s homily concludes:  

As we make our spiritual journey, Christ will almost certainly appear in a guise that we 
do not immediately penetrate and at a moment that we do not expect. That epiphany 
will fill us with delight and energy and change the course of our life. 
 

Hold a few moments of silence and invite the Spirit to reveal recent epiphanies that have come 
to you––perhaps unnoticed until now. 
 

 

Reflections in Solitude 
You might read the reflection here and/or take time to meditate silently 

or contemplate what has arisen in your encounter with scripture. 
 

 
 Taken from Balaam’s Donkey: Random Ruminations for Every Day of the Year by Michael Casey 



Prayers of Intercession 

“There are no unsacred places;  
there are only sacred places and desecrated places.” ––Wendell Berry 

 

God in whom we live and move and have our being: in our contemplation, we are assured that 

your loving presence is through all matter and in every space and time; that, indeed, all things 

have the potential to reveal your glory and your tender love for us. Thank you for the gift of 

beauty and awe we experience in spaces dear to us and in relationships of love and care. Thank 

you, too, for suffering and struggles that reveal the thread of your grace woven and shining even 

within our darkness. 

 

Confident of your love for the world, we hold before you the desecrated places and weariness 

of our lives. We yearn for wholeness, mercy, peace and justice. We yearn for the self-giving love 

revealed in Jesus to flourish in us that we might be people of your healing, hopeful, reconciling 

spirit. Hear us now as we pray for our world… for our land and all we love… for ourselves…  

 

Disciples’ Prayer 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
        Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial   
  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    Amen. 

 
  

Blessing  

Let us rise from prayer  

as those who have met the Holy One 

in the silent dawning of this new day. 

May the presence of the Holy One 

burn in our hearts and give us courage 

to continue our uncertain journey  

with a peace that passes understanding. 

 

The love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ and the communion of the Spirit be with us all. 

 


