
The only people who pray well  
are those who keep praying. 

Prayer keeps you empty  
and ready for God’s  
ongoing revelation  

of an ever-deeper love. 
 

––Richard Rohr 
 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
25 October 2020 

 
Opening Sentences––Colossians 1:15, 16 

Christ is the image of the invisible God,  

the firstborn of all creation;  

for in Christ all things in heaven and on earth were created. 

 

Take a few moments to look around you. 

As your eyes settle on someone or something, contemplate:  

“This [name the person or object] is created in Christ.” 

 
Opening Prayer––from “A Daily Service,” The Book of Common Order of the Church of Scotland  

God our Creator, 

your kindness has brought us 

the gift of this day. 

Help us not to cling to yesterday, 

nor covet tomorrow, 

but to accept the uniqueness of today. (hold a moment of silence) 

 

By your love, celebrated in your Word, 

seen in your Son, 

brought near by your Spirit, 

take from us all we need carry no longer 

that we may be free again to serve you 

and be served by each other. 

We believe that you forgive, heal, and set us free, 

and on this new day we commit ourselves  

to follow where Christ calls 

and to love one another.  

Amen 



Scripture Reading––Philippians 3:1b–14 

 

In this next portion of Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi, he seems to come out punching. Once 

again, Paul is warning the koinonia of those whose teachings will lead them astray. In previous 

sections, we are not sure who Paul’s opponents were (1:28). But the dogs, evil workers and 

mutilators spoken of here most certainly represent Judaizers of the time. Judaizers were those 

who held that Gentiles needed to become Jews before they could become Christians.  

 

Referring to his own experience as a Pharisee and a Benjamite, a Hebrew among Hebrews, Paul 

will boldly proclaim that being found in Christ alone is what counts. Using mercantile terms (vs. 

7), Paul makes it clear that confidence in our own righteousness is rubbish. Instead, he wants to 

know Christ in whom he is found. 

 

This moving witness statement of the Apostle includes several lines which are worth 

contemplating. After reading it through once, choose a few words or a sentence to sit with for a 

few moments. What might the Spirit be trying to say to you just now?  

 

To write the same things to you is not 
troublesome to me, and for you it is a 
safeguard. Beware of the dogs, beware of the 
evil workers, beware of those who mutilate 
the flesh! For it is we who are the 
circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God 
and boast in Christ Jesus and have no 
confidence in the flesh— even though I, too, 
have reason for confidence in the flesh.  
 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in 
the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, 
a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless.  
 
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to 
regard as loss because of Christ. More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord.  

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
based on faith. I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of 
his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.  
 
Not that I have already obtained this or have 
already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own; but this one thing 
I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

 



Going Deeper 
 

In recounting his achievements as a Torah-abiding person, Paul says he would move all of his 

gains to the loss side of the ledger when he compares them with Christ. His achievements are 

literally “sewage,” Paul writes.  

• Spend a few moments making a list of your qualifications and achievements, including 

your religious ones such as baptism or a disciplined prayer life.  

• Now imagine them being moved to the loss column, as good as rubbish. 

• How does this feel? What is its meaning for you at this time in your life? 

 

 

To know Christ refers to a profound, intimate knowledge of someone or something through 

personal encounter. As Thomas Merton often said, it is a knowing Christ “not by hearsay but by 

experience.” In Merton’s words, “That is what makes all the difference.” 

• What do you know of Christ through experience rather than hearsay? 

• What enables you to encounter Christ in a meaningful way? 

• What difference does it make? 

 

 

Consider this icon of the resurrection from the Orthodox tradition. 

 

Christ stands on the gates of hades, holding them closed 

forever. 

 

The disciples of Christ on either side are divinised or we 

might say sanctified, made holy through Christ. As Paul 

puts it, it is no longer they who live but Christ lives in them. 

This is the hope and prayer of all creation. 

 

Adam and Eve are being pulled out of hades by Christ. 

Notice their limp wrists. As Paul teaches, we cannot raise 

ourselves from death. Only the love of God and grace of 

Christ have the power to do this. 

 

You might wish to sit quietly with your hands passive before you, imagining the love of God 

raising you from places of deadness. 

 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession          

Come to us, O Christ, for you are the love that never lets us go. No matter what we face––what 

hardship or peril, happiness or sorrow––we are confident we remain in you forever. Knowing 

your love makes all the difference and enables us to bring our deepest yearnings to you in trust. 

In you is found our peace and love. 

 

We pray for the suffering, impatience and fear that have come to our world because of the 

pandemic. Countless have lost love ones. Others have lost the security of work or housing. Still 

others are plagued by anxiety and mental health challenges. Comfort us, O God. Bring healing 

and hope to our world.  

In you is found our peace and love. 

 

We bring to mind the scenes unfolding in these weeks. The instability around the globe and the 

many strains of living have brought tensions to the fore. We long for your compassion and 

kindness, your unconditional regard especially of those who are the littlest and the least. 

In you is found our peace and love. 

 

Turn our hearts to you for strength, courage and assurance. Fill us with your Spirit and form us 

to be channels of your grace wherever we are and in whatever way we can. 

In you is found our peace and love. 

 

Disciples’ Prayer 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
        Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial   
  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    Amen. 

 

Blessing 

In the beginning, God shaped your soul and set its weave, 

formed your body and gave it breath. 

May you be renewed this day in the image of God’s love. 

May God grant you grace, light and joy in all that you do. 

 

The love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ and the communion of the Spirit be with you. 


