God gives the full
measure of love,
and it is somehow
reassuring to learn,
even by suffering,
how large and powerful love is.

—Wendell Berry

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
21 June 2020

Invitation to Prayer — Psalm 86
Gladden the soul of your servant, for you, O God, lift up my soul.

You are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love.

Gathering Prayer
Gracious One in whom we dwell,

you welcome all and all that | am.

In the stillness, | bring my weariness and my aches and pains...

Receive all that | am.

| bring my joys and thanksgivings...
Receive all that | am.

| bring the weight of my concerns for the world and those | love...

Receive all that | am.

Gather me into the soul of your being.
Gift me with the love and peace for which | yearn. Amen.

Scripture Reading—Genesis 21:8-21

This reading picks up the story of Sarah and Abraham following the birth of their son Isaac. Lineage
and inheritance were significant identifiers within Hebrew culture. They were part of the fabric and
structure of what was seen as a well-ordered society. This backdrop brings tension to the narrative—
—namely, which child of Abraham will be his heir and carry his legacy forward? Ishmael as the oldest
son is the rightful inheritor. However, according to the history of Israel, God’s promise was given to
Abraham and Sarah, bringing a twist to the plot.



Alongside this tension, the story intends to address some anthropological questions including: How
did two separate nations arise from the same father? What is the relationship between the
descendants of Isaac (Jews) and the descendants of Ishmael (Arabs)? Anyone aware of the tensions
that remain in the Middle East can see this is very much a live question today.

But perhaps more importantly are the potential meanings this text might put forth—especially as
we listen with the ear of our heart. Therefore, as we read, there will be places where we are invited
to sit prayerfully. Rather than analysing or drawing conclusions, we are invited to notice without
judgement what is happening within us. Also, as part of our quest for meaning, consider what

modern day situations come to mind.

The child of Sarah and Abraham grew and was
weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on
the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw
the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had
borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac.
So she said to Abraham, "Cast out this slave
woman with her son; for the son of this slave
woman shall not inherit along with my son
Isaac."

Sit with the image of the two boys playing
together without thought of the tensions
within the adult world—tensions such as
property, belonging, ownership and race.

The matter was very distressing to Abraham
on account of his son. But God said to
Abraham, "Do not be distressed because of
the boy and because of your slave woman;
whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells
you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall
be named for you. As for the son of the slave
woman, | will make a nation of him also,
because he is your offspring."

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and
took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with
the child, and sent her away. And she
departed, and wandered about in the
wilderness of Beer-sheba.

Sit with the image of Hagar wandering in the
wilderness, carrying Ishmael, a skin of water
and bread on her shoulders.

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast
the child under one of the bushes. Then she
went and sat down opposite him a good way
off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she
said, "Do not let me look on the death of the
child." And as she sat opposite him, she lifted
up her voice and wept.

And God heard the voice of the boy; and the
angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and
said to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do
not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of
the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and
hold him fast with your hand, for | will make a
great nation of him." Then God opened her
eyes and she saw a well of water. She went,
and filled the skin with water, and gave the
boy a drink.

Sit with the image of mother and child beside
the well, drinking in the new but fragile hope.

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he
lived in the wilderness, and became an expert
with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of
Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from
the land of Egypt.



Going Deeper

This story is told from the perspective of the Abrahamic lineage out of which Israel arose as a
nation. As with all telling of history, this perspective has its limitations.
e Whose voices, now and in the future, are potentially silent here?

e What questions and/or concerns does it raise for you?

It’s been said that history has a way of repeating itself.

e As you sat with the images in the story, what contemporary situations came to mind?

It can bring insight to imagine alternative moves or different endings within a story. In doing so,
we can uncover what is important to us and how we might be invited to respond to situations
in our day.

e Consider the various turning points in this
reading, moments of crucial judgement,
decision and action. How might things have
unfolded differently?

e What wisdom has been uncovered for you
and what is God'’s invitation for you at this
time?

Silent Meditation
You might choose to spend some moments in silent meditation.

How to meditate—from the World Community for Christian Meditation

To meditate, sit still and upright. Close
your eyes lightly. Sit relaxed but alert.
Silently, interiorly begin to say a single
word. We recommend the prayer-
phrase, “Ma-ra-na-tha.” Say it as four
syllables of equal length.

Listen to it as you say it, gently but
continuously. Do not think or imagine
anything—spiritual or otherwise. If
thoughts and images come, these are
distractions at the time of meditation,
so keep returning simply to saying the

word.



Prayers of Intercession
All Encompassing Love, you draw near in our time of need. You attend to the cry of our
impoverished hearts. Thank you for your steadfast and enduring presence experienced in the
sun that warms our bones and the rain that brings green growth.

We pray for places in our world and country where disease, civil unrest, inequality and
environmental strain gut and dishearten the people and the land...
Shine the light of your love on us.

We pray for these weeks of winter, for this time to tend to the soul with rest and stillness, to
hibernate and reserve our energy but which can also test and deplete our spirits...
Shine the light of your love on us.

We pray for those we know who are struggling mentally, physically and spiritually, for those who
are lonely or unsettled, for those doing it tough for whatever reason...

Shine the light of your love on us.

Disciples’ Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
May our eyes see the beauty
that surrounds us in each and every moment.
May our hearts stay strong
and may love always find a way to shine forth.

The love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ and the communion of the Spirit be with us all.



